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Since our last conference in Hebden Bridge we have witnessed an explosion of interest and growth in the Walkers are Welcome idea from across the U.K.  Six towns and one village have  achieved the much sought after status since October last year making a total of 12.

The number of towns that are actively pursuing the idea has risen to 13 with many more exploring the idea.  Indeed there are at 9 new towns attending this conference with the specific aim of finding out more about the initiative.  I would like to think that we are not only a network of towns & villages but also a family willing to openly share  knowledge, experience and ideas.

With so many towns enquiring it has certainly tested and improved my geographical knowledge of the U.K.

 

WaW town launches have attracted a great deal of media coverage on TV & Radio at national and regional levels. The press coverage has been vast with features appearing in walking magazines, newspapers, websites and community newsletters across the U.K.  It is clearly a very newsworthy subject which I suppose is becauce it is a bottom-up community driven initiative involving volunteers working in partnership with many local groups, council and business.

 Getting local communities involved in helping to monitor and maintain their public footpaths in association with the local authority/council is  proving successful with some positive results. New user friendly walking routes are also being established for use by all sections of the community and visitors.

 Easy to use leaflets and display boards featuring circular routes from the town centre have been produced by a number of WaW towns with many in the planning phase pending funding.

 A question I am often asked is “ do we know how many extra visitors the WaW status generates for a town” ?

Well, the fact is that we do not have any statistics to hand but in general there are reports that the numbers of visitors has increased bringing benefits to the local economy. An example of this is Petrefolas, a small village on edge the Snowdonian National Park. 

Haf Williams, Clerk to Pentrefolas Community Council has made the following written statement:

 

Quote “ There is no doubt that gaining Walkers are Welcome accreditation has put the village on the walker’s map as the increase in numbers is considerable.The local businesses will also support this statement “ end of quote. 

 

In August this year the WAWTN were successful in obtaining a grant of £2,970 by through the Awards for All Lottery Scheme. The grant will help  contribute towards to the cost of developing our website, promotion, communications and operating expenses.  This grant has been a great help in establishing the organisation which is undertaken by volunteers. We have held 8 telephone conference meetings since our formation and these usually lasted about 60 to 75 minutes duration.  Decisions are made by a consensus and the role of the committee is described in the constitution, a copy of which is the the delegate pack.  We are seeking additional committee members so please don't hesitate to approach me or one our committee members to find out what it involves.

As you will see from the press release in your pack we were delighted to welcome Kate Ashbrook as our Patron and she is already making her mark in promoting Walkers are Welcome across the U.K. Kate regrets that she can't with us on this occasion due to a previously arranged commitment. 

As we grow and evolve there will be new challenges and opportunities to be met and some of these will be debated during the conference.  

What ever happens in the future lets us endeavour to keep things simple and avoid unnecessary bureaucracy.

It has been a busy year but very rewarding and I would like to thank my colleagues on the Walkers are Welcome Towns Network committee for  their support, enthusiasm and  contribution towards the development of Walkers are Welcome. Not forgetting their sense of humour and tolerance. It has been most enjoyable year and I look forward to being part of a successful future.

On behalf of the committee I would like to extend our thanks and congratulations to all members of the numerous WaW steering groups  who have engaged in the WaW process throughout the year.  Your vision and enthusism is helping to galvanise the local community in making things happen which will help strengthen the towns reputation as a place to visit and walk all year round. 

Can I also pay tribute to the Ramblers Association for their endorsment of Walkers are Welcome and for all the help and support we have received over the past 12 months. It is greatly appreciated by all concerned. 

Before winding up my report let us not forget those visionary people in Hebden Bridge who created and pioneered the basic conceptin 2006. 

It is becauce of them we are all here today. 

I hope you all enjoy the conference experience and leave with lots of information and new found friends.

