WALKERS ARE WELCOME ANNUAL REPORT 2011
Town: Colne ……………………………………………………………………….

To maintain your status as a Walkers are Welcome town, please send this report by email to the WaW Secretary advice@kingsbridgeinfo.co.uk by 31 March 2011.  

1. Please use the space below to summarise the main activities you have undertaken during 2011 to ensure that your town/village continues to be one where walkers are welcome.  Please relate what you write to the six WaW criteria.
Since Colne was accredited in July 2011, it launched its status as a WaW Town during the Pendle Walking Festival on 10th September 2011 and members led some specially commissioned walks including “Nature’s Way” – linking Colne’s three Local Nature Reserves.

The Steering Group met on 4th October 2011 and outlined its Development Plan:

· Acquiring display boards to promote Walkers are Welcome in different venues
· Designing and producing a Logo for Colne Walkers are Welcome’s literature/website
· Designing and publishing a leaflet (10,000 copies) giving information about Walkers are Welcome and the various walks which exist in the Colne Area
· Designing, printing and installing information boards for Walkers are Welcome

· Encouraging the use of public transport to access walks
· Setting up a web site linked to the Visit Pendle website
· Establishing a fund to carry out improvements to “non-definitive” public rights of way, which are not the statutory responsibility of the Local Authority to maintain, such as around Lake Burwain and on Ferndean Way
· Purchasing some more “Walkers are Welcome Here” window stickers to promote our Walkers are Welcome status in shops/cafés etc
· Financing the operation of the Group and expenses of Volunteers

· In the longer term the Colne WAW plan to publish its own “book of walks”.

· DP will attend the WAW conference in Market Weighton on 23rd October 2011.

Since this meeting, It became clear, after approaches were made to Colne Town Council and Colne Connected Market Town Partnership to apply for funds, that the Steering Group will have to be constituted with Officers, open a Bank Account, and be insured before it can itself apply for grants to implement its Development Plan. An Inaugural Public Meeting has been set for 20th March 2012. In the meantime, the Group is planning a Walking Weekend in the summer of 2012 and also ensure that Colne WaW are linked to the “Visit Pendle” website and be registered as a Group on Facebook.

David Penney, Co-ordinator                                                                   16th January 2012 
